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‘stitions, however, has become the her-

CHRIST'S BIRTHDAY.

THE DATE DEFINITELY SETTLED BY
POPE JULIUS.

Early Christinns Incorporated Many
Pagan Customs In lis Celebration,
Origin of the Name of the Festival,
Customs and Superstitions,

HERE is something akin to
sadness in the fact that In
tracing the orvigin of many of |

g our church festivals we find it l

n pagan celebrations antedating llxn}

Christian era, writes M. I Munroe in |

the New York Home Journal. Thero is '
nothing certain even about the birth |

day of Christ. Some authorities assert
that December was in the rainy geason,
when no shepherds could have been

“watching their flocks by night.,” Oth- |
ers claim that it was in the dry season, |

when shepherds were on duty day and |
night. In the controversy over the date, ‘
extending from December to May,

Pope Julius (337-352) had an investiga- |
tion made by St. Cyril and was satis-
fled that the 25th of December was cor-
rect. It was so established in the Ro-
man church, and before the end of the
fourth century the dictum was univer-
sally accepted.

This acceptance was made easier be-
cause the date was that of the great
festival of the winter solstice, the sat-
urnalia, which was celebrated in all
parts of the world from Dee. 25 to Jan.
6. At that season houses, temples and
shrines were profusely decorated with |
evergreens, holly, laurel and sometimes |
ivy. No mistletoe was used in the dee-
orations on account of the Druidical
superstitions regarding its peculiar and
dangerous power. One of these super-

Itage of all ages:
Those whe kiss under the mistietoe bough
Together will walk to the altar

The early Christians incorporated as
many pagan customs as possible with
their celebrations and [festivals as a
matter of expediency, and in the Ro-
man saturnalia, with its decorations,
fts Yule log, its candles and tinsel
laden trees and gifts, there was much
that even today forms part of o cere-
monial.

During the saturnalla all restraint
was removed, and the stemming of the
tide was so nearly lmpossible that it is
not hard to realize the diticulties the
Christians had in weeding out the evils
of this festival before it became our
festival of Christmas, so ecalled from
the Christ mass, which was celebrated
on Deec. 25. Our Christmas carol was

A CHRISTMAS EVE CUSTOM IN HOLLAND,

originally a hymn to Saturn, for one of
the principal features of the saturnalia
was the singing of hymns of praise to
the gods Saturn and Bacchus, and the |
composers of odes in their honor were
richly rewarded. Even the family
banquet, so dear to our hearts, is a
relic of the bacchanalian era.

Various were the early superstitions
in different countries, the most curious
being in Scandivavia. In the German
Alps it was held that on Christmas eve
“cattle fell on their knees in adoring
worship,” being given the power of |
speech during that one night, but woe
to the person who overheard or listen-
ed to their converse, for the reaper
Death would surely find him, let him
hide as he would, before seven days
were passed. Maidens thought to find
the key which would unlock the door
to their future life, and especially
amoung the peasantry of Poland was
full rellance placed upon the result of
these mystic rites,

Among Christmas eve enstoms one in
Holland is of exceeding interest. In all
the towns and villages at the midnight
hour the wen in varied costumes meet
in the principal squares chanting the
“Gloria In Excelsis.” Proud is the man |
selected by vote to be the “star bear-
er.” A large star in which gre several
lighted candles all shining as one is
mounted on one end of a long |mk-.!
This star is symbolical of the star that
guided the three kings to Bethlehem,
and the effect of its light in the dark
and winding streets at the head of the
long procession of men slowly march
ing to the musie of the “Gloria In Ex-
celsis” sung in chorus is deeply im-
pressive, A sumptuous supper is sery-
ed after the devotions are ended, and
thus Christmas day begins.

Christmas eve everywhere was the |
beginning of Christmas joys. In Ger-
many the old customns still prevail to a
great extent, The Christmas tree, with
its gifts, followed by a grand supper,
has Jlong heid its own on Christmas
eve, Christmas day being spent in pay-
Ing and receiving visits and talking
over the extent of Santa Claus’ atten-
tions.
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Merry Christmas, |

When :

Old Christrnas ought his sports again, |

*Pwas Christmas broached the mightiest ale, |

*Twas Christimus told the merriest tale; |

"4 A Christmas gambol oft would cheer i
The poor man's heart through half the year.
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| powdered sugar.

{this into the other ingredients.

| Serve

23

Kissing the Cattle.

_ A Queer Montenegrin Custom. :
AR SRR ARG IR A AR AN RRRAAR
EASANTS of the mountalns of
Montenegro have a peculiar
T Christinas eve custom. After
Rt the Yule log has been lighted
tue bead of the house and the son who

acts as the shepherd of the sheep flock

go to the stables with candles and
light up each corner of the Interior
alternately. Then they return to the
door, and as each holds his candle high
the animals arve driven in one by one.
The household wife then sprinkles a
little wine over the oldest female of
each of the different species of live
stock and, having done this, Kisses the
animal on the head. This g a unique
Christmas pragtice, and antiquariaus

have been able to find no reason for |

it nor have they been able to set the
time when it began.
The kissing ceremony over, the fam-

fly “clucks” like a ben and “cheeps™

like a chicken. This Is said certainly
to insure a plentiful increase of the
fowls during the coming year.

It should have been said that before
the fire is lighted the iron shovel amd

the poker are hidden away. The Christ- |

mas fire must be stirred only witha plece
of wood., As soon as a plece falls from
the end of the burning Yule log one of

the sons of the family picks the bit up ,

in his teeth and at the imminent dan-
ger of being burned carries it thus into
the yard and there drops it. Now of
a certainty no witches can get In dur-
Ing the Christinas festivities.

The ecarcass for the Christmas feast
—sheep, pig or goat—is roasted whole,
In carving it no rib of the creature
must be broken. Otherwise a dire ca-
lamity is in store for the family. A
cake is baked on the hearth, and as
soon as the spot where it was cooked
s cool each member of the family puts
his bare foot on the place and is thus

insured against blistered feet for a
year,
When writing of Saxon Christmas

legends and odd Christmas ceremonials

one writes in the past almost wholly

In the Black mountain region the old

time customs are the customs of to-

day, and thmme seems to have been un-

able to change their infinite variety.
Pium Padding,

Chop three-quarters of a pound of
suet very fine and mix with the suet
one-eighth of n pound of bread erumbs,
Beat the yvolks of five and the whites of
three eggs light and add them to the
ermabs amnd suet, with halt a pound of
Huave three-quarters
of a pound of dried currants and the
game amount of raisins weighed after
they are seeded. Sift over the friit
one-quarter of a pound of flour and stir
Add
one-quarter of a dessertspoonful of
galt, one-quarter of a pound of candied
orange and lemon peel finely chopped,
one-sixteenth of a pound of blanched
and chopped almonds and one-quarter
of an ounce of pulverized cloves and

cinnamon mixed. Add one glass of

brandy and one nutineg grated, Beat
the mixture very thoroughly before

putting it into a buttered mold or cloth
and let it boll steadily elght hours,
with burning brandy and two
SAUCES,

The Christmas Wishbhone,

The wishbone of the Christmmas tur-
key is a favorite means of divination in
Virginia, where it is called the fortune
bone. Two unmarried persons, each
taking hold of one end of the bhone, pull
against each other until the bone
breaks, The oune who gets the shorter

Lend will be the first of the two to mar-

ry. Further divination is by placing
the short end of the bone over the
door. The first unmarried person of

' the opposite sex who walks under the

bone is supposed to be the future wife
or hushand of the person to whom the
bone belongs.
Ronst Duck.
For a small Christimas dinner a pa'r

| of tender ducklings may be substituted

for the regulation turkey. A very
tasteful dressing is made by mixing a
minced onlon that has been fried in
butter with two cupfuls of crumbs, a
tablespoouful of butter and half a cup-
ful of thick, stewed tomatoes. Season
highly. Baste every few minutes and
roast rare. SKkim the fat from the
gravy in the pan, add the stewed gib-
lets aund thicken and season. A tart
jellylike currant or plom or spiced
plums should aceompany it.

The Yuletide Clgar,

Wives whnose husbands smoke are
agaln reminded in view of the ap-

| proach of Christinas that the man who
smokes intelligently would rather re-|

ceive one cigar costing 25 cents than a
hundred costing 50 cents. We sound

this note of warning merely in the in-
terests of peace and good will.

O happy bells, through coming ycars
We hear in your glad sending

The message still of peace, good will,
All Jurring discords blending!

O belis of God, ring on, our souls
To grander action nerving,
Till all our daye are Christinas days
Of Hving and of serving,
- Caroline A, Dugan,
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A YULETIDE DAINTY.
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C Origin of the Plam Padding Was &

Monstrous Suusage,

| In many parts of England candles
are put in the windows on Christmas
eve, and the village seems illuminated,
the inhabitants little suspecting that
this usage Is thousands of years old
and had its origin in the fact that ev-
ery devout fire worshiper Kindled a
fresh fire on his hearthstone on the
eve of the sun god's festival and open-
ed his doors and windows, too, if he
had auy, to let the blaze shive out into
the darkness,

I T'he Christias carol Is a relic of the
gongs once sung in honor of the sun;
the Christmas pudding a reminder of
the giant globular sausages made of
that shape in bomor of the sun amd
served to our lusty auncestors at this
Joyful season. Beef, mutton, pork,
fish, anything that was handy, entered

Linto the composition of these mon-
L

strous wursts. A hash of all meats
that could be procured was mixed

with flour and bolled in the Jargest pot
belonging to the establishment. Steam-
ing hot, it was placed on a great plat-
ter, a bowl of honey was poured over
| it, a sprig of mistletoe adorned its sum-
[ mit, and in solemn state It was borne
from kitehen to dining hall,

Sometimes a chief distinguished him-
'self at Yuletide by preparing puddings
"of enormous size, and Instances are on
record where these festival dainties
were carried by four men, preceded by
a couple of pipers and followed by
procession of cooks, pot washers and
scullions, who Hourished spoons and
gpits in token of thelr eraft and ex-
pected to be rewarded for thelr labors
by gratuities from the guests.
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NOTICE.

Persons having claims against the late H.
M. Powel! will present them, properly proven
to me for payment at once, e = s !

J.T. LEAVELL. Admr ,
Gilberts.Crevk, Ky.

FOR SALE OR RENT.

I desire to sell or rent my Farm of 156
acres, situnted two miles south of Huston-
vitle, on the Hustooville and Middieburg
dke. known as & part of the George (Red-
}Al‘l"i'llr'l'hll‘l‘ tand. Al of {t s In good
stiate of cultivation, well-fenced and plonty
of water. Has upon it a twosstory S-room
frame dwelling wnd necessary onthouses;
good tobacco burn and stock barn. By
ucres of the above land Is virgin soil. Wil
s¢ll at reasonable price or reat to a roud
man JOHN MUDANIEL, |

Mt Salem, Ky |

COAL &:SALT.

|

I will have my coal bins completed by
Oct. 1 and will keep on hand three grades
of the best coal; nlso salt and T will sell it
to merchants by wagon load at a very small
margin. Wil continue to pay the highest
wrices Hickory Spokes, Staves and Headings '

j00ds and Groceries st rock bottom prices
Give me & trial and 1 wili save you money. |
H. R KING, Morenasn, Ky,

FOX & LOGAN,
LIVERY, FEED AND SALE

STABLE,
DANVILLE, - - KENTUCKY

Horses and Mules constantly on hand and
for sale at all times.
W. Logan Wood, Manager.

t Fred's Exchange

You wil! always find good treatment, good
flour, good meal, good shipstaff, good bLran.
&c., at low prices. He will give you i
younds of fine flour and 10 pounds of bran
;ur a bushel of wheat or 46 pounds of four

for one. Don't forget to call on him when
WS Rt : you want wheat exchangesd or buy four,
Oysters Served on Half Shell, meal, &e. l
Cunsomme. A T RS -
Olives.  Almonds, 3 :
o it e . | POSTED. |
Browned PPotatocs, o el == |
Turkeyv, ¢ Hm.“vv‘\ Molds : The persons whose names Appear _——
‘ CTNARG LR “l" 2 | strictly forbid any hantlng of game of any
Celery, l\l.‘-“«' "‘; Walers . i“,“,g «* any time of the year on thelr lands
‘tmpkin e X
! and will prosecute to the full exteat of Uhe
White House Toe Cream. Coconnut Pointlets, 4 | SO0 Wil prosecete B The fuT whiea® f
: te . ns Lonbons APy E . N »
:: St .c‘l '! " ",, : :3 S H. Baughwmnn, I. K. Bpughwan,
o & | Dr, Stecle Balley 1. E. Bruce,
: " -~ s pcmemen 4
cﬁ‘lmﬁ':?\.’-m-.’ ROVTTIRAGT AN S | & T. Harrls, E. . Woods
: I. M. Pettus. W. T. Tucker
H. U, Baughman . W, Baughwan
SCOTTIEH CHRISTMAS. Doss G D &EW. H B

Festival Not So Papuelar as In Some
Countries,

In Scotland they wish one another “a
Christmas,” like the 1
Christendom. and exchange gifts, but
the festival of the Nativity has not
been populur among the Scottish peo-
ple. at least since the reformation, says
the Chicago Record, It is only in g
cent years that Christinas has begun to
be regarded as a hollday to be observed
with religious and social The
winter festivities In Scotiand in the
olden time cousumed fully six weeks
before the sun entered Capricorn and
turned again with light giving power
in its apparent course

The advent of the winter was mark-
ed by the Halloween celebration. This
was for many years one of the most
distinetive and widely observed of
Scottish festivals, especially among the
rural residents, who practiced with
great fidelity divers superstitious rites
associated with it. But the pleturesque
side of the festival is now a thing of
the past. The Yule festival, a remnant
of the old pagan rites pald to the great
Seandinavian god Thor, I8 now repre-
sented by the Christinas roast turkey
and plum padding,
their way from the south across the
border, aud during the Christmas fort-
night much charming hospitality is
dispensed in house and hall. A happy
spirit is abroad, and rich and poor are
mote or less affected by it

merry st ol

rites,

Christmas Toys,

The great toy center of the world is
Bavaria.
berg, Fuerth and Sonneberg come nine-
tenthbs of the toys made in Europe.
The famous French doll is made in
Nuremberg, as are also many fine me-
chanical contrivances, such as walking
dogs and cats and other animals with
natural fur, which, according to popu-
lar supposition, are the direct output of
the French capital

They are a picturesque people, these
toymakers. Whole families and cole-
nies of them are engaged in toymak-
ing. A father wnkes doll heads, for in-
stance, and the other members of the
family paiot the features, aflix the wig

and assemble the parts of the body.
The decorative painting on toy china-

ware, wooden toys and blown glass
Christmas tree ornnments is done al-
most exclusively by children,

StafMng For Dacks,

Chop the liver fine and saute in a ta-
blespoonful of Lot butter with a table-
spoonful of chopped onion. Mix with
four ounces of bread (a fourth of a
loaf) and a fourth of a cupful of butter
| melted in a fourth of a cupful of hot

water.  Add one tablespoonful of pars-

ley chopped fine and the beaten yolk
| of an egg.

| O1d Time Superstitions,
|  Decorations of evergrecus for tem-
ples amd houses during the winter
Cmotths were popular among the Ro-
mans and Drulds, who practiced it for
the same reason, in order to give ald to
the dryads and wooed spirits, who must
die unless they had the shelter of their
native folinge.

! Christmas Notes,

i Christmas greens proper are the hol-
ly, mistletoe, laurel, ivy and pine. Yew
and eypress are unlucky except for
churches.

| Christmas wreaths may be allowed

‘to remaln until Ash Wednesday pro-

vided they do not wither,

The turkey is a native of America,
but has been popular in England for
"over 300 vears,
|

which have found |

From the towns of Nurem- |

| L. L
LUTES & CO,,

' LIVE STOCK DEALERS,
| Milledgeville, Ky.,

| We have T-.l__'-NII! steck Il"'.." for sale
and » bout 30 head of stock Heifers
LUIES & (O

WEW LIVERY STABLE

8. W. BURKE & 8)N, Prors,
JUNCTION CITY, - KY.
| -
| First-Cluss Turnouts at Reasonable Hates

Special Attention to Traveling Men.
Graln and Hay For Sale

FRITH HOTEL.
P. FRANCISCO, Preprister.,

iAT DEPOT. BRODHEAD, KY,
| .

-

Best Hotel in the mountaing, rales considersd
Porters weet all tralns.  Special attention W0 trav-
| eling men,

The Merchant Tailor

l Stanrorp, Ky,
Goods Warranted

Fit Guaranteed
Give Him a Cal',

O 0000000000000 00

'~ H.C. RUPLEY,

A. 8. PRICE,

Surgeon
Dentist,

‘sunford. Ky.

Offien ver McRoberts' Drug Store In the Owsley

'R. A.

DENTIST,
Stanford,
Ky.

Ofice over Higging & McKinney's Stor»
Telephone No. 45,

POSTED.

1 hereby notify the public that my Jand is post-
ed and that 1 will peruit wo bupting or trespass-
ing of any kind en it Violators will be pun shed
to the full extent of the law, A, M. FELAND.

MISS LIZZIE C. JONES,

Of Moreland, hax opened a Complete

Live of Millinery at Junction City

Apd invites the patronage of the pubiic Country
Produce taken in exchange for gods

 PUBLIC SALE.

———

I will sell at public anction, at my place
known as the Sam Cochran farm.7 miles
trom Stanford and 3 from Crab Orchurd, o
the Stantord snd Crab Orchard plke, nn"#

FRIDAY, DEC. 28th, 1900,

The following property: Two-family horses,
one fancy harness mare, 2 good milk cows,
two calves, 45 shoats. improved Poland Chi-
ni; 2 brood sows, 1 2-horse wagon, 1 phae-
ton, 1 harrow, 2-horse plows, shovel plows,
1 1-horse Hooster wheat drill, good as new:
hoes, rakes, harness, both plow and buggy;
40 barrels of corn, 78 shocks of fodder wnd
my entire household und kitehen furniture.
Terms made known on day of sale.

J. H STEPHENS, Crab Orchard, Ky

he Best Christmas Gift

Is a Barrel of Our No. | Flour, which you can
secure at any First Class Store, or a Load
of Coal, which you can get
by calling on

J. H. Baughman & Co. {
Cut Prices!

Overcoats'!

Odd Pants at Actual Cost

Cummins & McClary, |

Clothiers and Furnishers.

CO0000000000000000000000O000OOOOOO0O0D
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2 ,CHINN & FRYE,« ¢
3 Brokers,

Phoenix Hotel Block, Lexington, Ky.

Stocks, Bonds, Cotton, Grain,
Provisions and Investment
Securities Bought and Sold.

Orders by mail or telegraph promptly
executed.

Bank and Commercial R:ferences, Long Distance Telephone 510

O 0000000C0C0000000C00

0000000000000 000O00O0O00O000OOOOCOO0O0O0

Watches, Clocks,

— § W

Rings, |

Solid Silver ".["l"lh. Rodgers’ Kmives and  Forks, Paff Boxes, Shavine
Mugs, Cloth, Velvet and Hat Brushes in Solid Silver and Ebony
Cut Glass, Bracelets, Sterling Silver Noveltiés of all kinds,

Rilver Mounted Suspenders and Garters,

';Diﬂmﬂﬂﬂ Rings and Broaches, Opal Studs,

And Searf Ping, Sugar Shells and Créam Ladles and Ladies
Solid Silver Chatelain Purses, at

Embry & Engleman’s. |

Jas. Fr’ye. .

Has the Largest and Best Line of

IReady-Made Clothing 1

That was Ever Shown in Hustonville. Doug-
las Shoes, the Manss Bootee and ev-
erythln% found in a first-class

ry Goods Store.

J AM}PS FRYE, Hustonville, Ky.




